
 

LA><ART Hollywood  
Featuring projects by Robert Russell, Kate Costello, The Underground Museum, Warren 

Neidich, Slanguage 

Exhibition Dates: June 20 – August 15, 2015 
Opening Reception: Saturday, June 20, 7–9pm 

 

LA><ART Studio >< Project Space 1 >< Kate Costello: Drawings 

LA><ART is pleased to present Drawings, an exhibition of new works by Kate Costello. 
Costello’s “drawings” mediate the space between the fibrous and photographic; each piece a 
fabric cutout sewn onto stretched canvas assumes the form of a silhouetted photogram from a 
distance and a patchwork painting up close. Costello’s drawings utilize an idiosyncratic language 
of visuals that range from abstract shapes to immediately recognizable iconography. Each 
drawing functions as a monumental pixel, and when tiled together on the wall as a backdrop, 
evokes an aesthetic of crude theatricality consistent in her work. These drawings are in keeping 
with Costello’s larger practice (which is largely interdisciplinary) in their inclination to “frame the 
frame”. In her use of graphic figuration, Costello’s work calls upon the quality in which female 
bodies are reduced to symbols of consumption.  
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About the Artist 
Kate Costello is a Los Angeles based artist. Her past exhibitions include “Inside this Human 
Clay”, ltd los angeles, Los Angeles (2013); “Ten Years”, Wallspace, New York (2013); Made in LA, 
Hammer Museum in collaboration with LA><ART, Los Angeles (2012); “Kiki & Me” Wallspace, 
New York (2011); “Making Due” Green Gallery, Yale University School of Art, New Haven; 
“THING: New Sculpture from Los Angeles”, Hammer Museum, Los Angeles; a billboard project 
for LA><ART, Los Angeles; “Cockaigne”, Redling Fine Art, Los Angeles (2010); “Tattooed 
Ladies”, Wallspace, New York, 2008; “Kate Costello”, F-Space, Los Angeles (2003); “One 
Another, F-Space, Los Angeles (2002), and “Small Building & Small Cities”, Storage, Los 
Angeles, CA (2001).  
 

Project Spaces 2 + 3 >< Robert Russell: Amateurs 

LA><ART is pleased to announce Amateurs, an exhibition of new paintings by Los Angeles 
based artist Robert Russell. Russell’s project-oriented exhibition features a series of paintings that 
examine the proliferation of images on the Internet, a point of investigation the artist has 
consistently engaged with in his work for over a decade. For Amateurs, Russell focuses on the 
consumption of online pornography and erotica. Specifically, the artist explores slippages of 
meaning, blurred professional and non-professional means of production, and the stylized 
renderings associated with the taxonomy of “amateur pornography.” The production, 
distribution, and circulation of this content acutely articulates how the hyper-proliferated and 
mediated world of online images complicates our understanding of reality and the real. In 
painting traditions, Realism has always been inextricably bound to the advent of the camera and 
photography. Through use of the camera and in response to photographic image production, 
Realism has consistently been an effort by artists to report on their surroundings. American 
Realism was felt by its practitioners to be a reaction to the aftermath of war (both the Civil War 
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and the Vietnam War), industrialization, globalization, and the struggles of the working and 
middle classes to cope. Practitioners of Realism wanted to report on a constantly shifting 
everyday environment that provided little time for careful reflection. Russell ‘s Amateurs 
mobilizes the historical projects of Realism and Photorealism, not by once again claiming to tell a 
more truthful story through the techniques of mimetic rendering, but rather by creating works 
that insist on our careful viewing of the visible world that is, increasingly, saturated by the infinite 
online archive.            

About the Artist 
Robert Russell is a Los Angeles based artist. His exhibitions include 
“Sein und Schein“ Big Pond Artworks, Munich, Germany (2015); “Men Who are Named Named 
Robert Russell,” Osmos New York (2013); “Men Who are Named Named Robert Russell,” 
Francois Ghebaly Gallery, Los Angeles (2013); “Masters,” Francois Ghebaly Gallery, Los Angeles 
(2010); “Scattershot,” Anna Helwing Gallery, Los Angeles, 2007. 
 

LA><ART Entryway >< Warren Neidich: Equal Not Equal 

Equal Not Equal 

Oh America,  
You are so large and full of promises and  
Your belly is large and satiated.   
Your endless amber waves of grain… 
Your aspirations are as grand as is your optimism blind,  

America you are burdened by a darkness and its 
A soulless and symbol less journey that characterizes your unconscious. 
Filled as it is with material facts and lots of lacks, 
fictions and rhymes, 
Substituted with metaphor and metonymy.  
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Stories full of adventures of supermen discovering the riches in gold mines, Not that of the 
wealth nurtured in collective Minds.  
Oh America, yours is an Alzheimer’s history. 

You see the hundreds if not thousands of homeless people lying in the street, encamped from 
Los Angeles Avenue to South St. Pedro,  
you look the other way.  
Its’ an understandable reaction.  
But in the process,  
You have become numb, Nothing is recorded, 
A society of the walking dead.  
Zombie Imperialists 
engaged  in a process of creeping extinction.   
The halves and the have knots.  
Those living,  
Those dead,  
Those in transition born again as slaves in eternity.   
There is an unequal distribution of Freedom.  

Oh America when did your path turn awry. 
Crooked and contemptible, 
An inequality doppelganger now shadows all of us,  
At first impalpable, 
eluding the radar of the senses, 
Whispers only.  
Now an I-phonic evidence flourishes on social media  
In all around us ness.  
Garotted by its surplus value.  
Its’ repetition becomes disorienting.  

Young black men stopped.  
Every day another monstrosity is recorded and posted to billions. 
(We are a country of the Necropolitical enslavement of the other.)  
Pumping iron in riot gear riding around in surplus military vehicles to preserve the law but for  
Who?  
Not for the people of Ferguson and not for Freddie Gray.  
Equality, embossed in the constitution but rarely read states of exception for the designated few. 
 Zombie Racism!  
Take cover.  
Surely “the riot is the language of the unheard” and a cry of the unequal.  

Equal not Equal upon a doorway above a threshold  
For all those who enter to think for just one minute on what could it mean, this 
Sign of lines at crossed angles.  

—Warren Neidich, Los Angeles, 2015 
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About the Artist 
Warren Neidich is a Berlin and Los Angeles based conceptual artist, theorist and writer whose 
work explores the interface between cultural production, brain research and cognitive capitalism 
through a variety of artistic materials and processes to create works of political emancipation. 
These are presented as interdisciplinary installations which combine photography, video, Internet 
downloads, scotch tape and noise.  

Neidich’s work has been exhibited nationally and internationally at different venues including 
ZKM, The Center for Art and Media, Karlsruhe, 2015; Flora: Ars Natura, Bogota, 2015; Sharjah 
Art Foundation, 2014; Manifesta 10, St. Petersburg, 2014; REDCAT, Los Angeles, 2014; MuKHA, 
Antwerp, 2013; Townhouse Gallery, Cairo, 2013; HKW, House of World Culture, Berlin, 2012; 
MAK, Vienna, 2011; Kunsthalle Charlottenborg, 2011; Temporary Kunsthalle, Berlin, 2009; 
NBGK, Berlin, 2007; Kunsthaus Graz, 2006; Kunsthaus, Zurich, 2006; ICA London, 2004 and 
2005; Los Angeles Contemporary Museum of Art 1996 and 2006; The Studio Museum, 
2003; The California Museum of Photography, Riverside, 2002; The Storefront for Art and 
Architecture, 2002;  The Whitney Museum of American Art, 2001; Artists Space, 2001; The 
Portland Museum of Art, Portland, Maine, 1998; The Aldrich Museum of Art, 1997; Foto Museum 
Winterhur, 1997; The ICA Philadelphia,1997; Villa Arson, Nice, 1994; MOMA PS1, 1991; The MIT 
List Visual Art Center, 1991; Palais de Tokyo, 1991; The Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago, 
1989; The Walker Art Center, 1989; The Queens Museum, 1989; White Columns, New York City, 
1989; Ludwig Museum, Koln, 1988.  
Recent publications include “The Psychopathologies of Cognitive Capitalism Part 1” and “The 
Psychopathologies of Cognitive Capitalism Part 2,” Archive Books, 2011 and 2013. “Resistance 
is Fertile” is forthcoming from Merve Verlag, 2015.  
Special thanks to Tako-Tyko-Los-Angeles   

 

LA><ART Black Box >< The Underground Museum  

LA><ART has launched a partnership with The Underground Museum - an artist run space in 
the West Adams district of Los Angeles. Founded by Noah and Karon Davis, the Underground 
Museum is a revolutionary platform for the arts and community in central Los Angeles. It offers 
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a new public entity for exhibitions and mindful programming as no inner-city institution has 
done before. Through exhibitions, film screenings, workshops, a public garden and wellness 
programs, the Underground Museum upholds the belief that art is an essential part of a 
vibrant, just and healthy society. The Underground Museum will collaborate with LA><ART in 
different contexts including staging projects in LA><ART’s new home in Hollywood. 
 

LA><ART Loft and Educational Lab >< Slanguage >< Tofer Chin: Three Keys >< Sarah 
Dougherty: En Pleno Aire 

Sarah Dougherty: En Pleno Aire 
Imprinted in the home is our aesthetic, our identity (internal/external); our politic. These works 
attempt to document the material histories and intangible moments where air quality, emotion, 
cosmology and ecology generate living narratives in sync or challenging to larger socio-
ecological movements, patterns and paradigms. 
In this way the plein-air paintings contain the concepts tucked into the details of daily life- a discourse 
speaks folk and fine, urban and pastoral, contemporary and traditional, spirit and science with on same 
susurro. 
" 
Slanguage will be LA><ART’s educational program in residence in an ongoing fashion. 
Founded in 2002 by Karla Diaz and Mario Ybarra, Jr., Slanguage is an artist group 
headquartered in Wilmington, California, a harbor area of Los Angeles. Currently, members 
make artwork, curate exhibitions, coordinate events, and lead art-education workshops. A 
diverse group at various points in their careers, Slanguage includes teenagers, street artists, 
and established mid – to late career artists, the majority of whom live and work in the greater 
Los Angeles area, especially Wilmington. 

Slanguage bases their practice on a three-pronged approach to art-making to include 
education, community-building, and interactive exhibitions. Focusing on art education, the 
collective has organized numerous artist residencies in museums across the United States and 
abroad. Fostering dialog about the meaning and value of contemporary art, Slanguage has 
used their studio space and resources to cultivate relationships between diverse artists, 
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students, communities, and organizations. And, creating artworks that have ranged from 
multimedia installations to performances, public events, and workshops, the collective has 
enriched, inspired, and provoked viewers’ imaginations through local, national, and 
international exhibitions. 

Slanguage will lead discussions and teaching art workshops for young artists and students 
engaging a diverse and multigenerational audience.  Featured programs include: 
You Gotta See It to Be It - a series of conversations with professionals in diverse creative fields, 
focused on teaching young artists about the professional’s career, thinking processes, trouble 
shooting and personal experiences in art-making.  These intimate conversations are intended 
to create transparency and mentorship opportunities not often found in traditional forms of 
educational practices.   
Slanguage Teen Art Council - an art curatorial team council focused on art leadership.  The 
teens are mentored by a leading teaching artist through a series of workshops that engages 
the students in discussions on issues impacting their daily lives and  immediate communities.   
Slanguage Juniors - the class is aimed at junior high school students to introduce both artistic 
skills and critical thinking with a focus on hands on arts integration into their daily lives. 

About LA><ART 
Founded in 2005, LA><ART is Los Angeles’ leading independent contemporary art space 
supporting artistic and curatorial freedom. The organization is committed to producing newly 
commissioned works of art, to present experimental exhibitions, public art initiatives, and 
publications with emerging, mid-career and established local, national and international artists. 

LA><ART's programs are produced with generous support from The Andy Warhol Foundation 
for the Visual Arts; The National Endowment for the Arts; The Los Angeles County Arts 
Commission; the Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts, Nathan Cummings 
Foundation, with the support and encouragement of Roberta Friedman Cummings, Dashiell 
Driscoll and Clea Shearer; The Philip and Muriel Berman Foundation; California Community 
Foundation; City of Los Angeles, Department of Cultural Affairs; Foundation for Contemporary 
Arts; Robert Rauschenberg Foundation; the Anthony & Jeanne Pritzker Family Foundation; Joel 
Chen; Ruth and Jacob Bloom; the Evans Family Foundation; Stanley and Gail Hollander; Lisa and 
Leonardo Schiff; Sima Familant; Michael and Joyce Ostin; Joseph Varet and Esther Kim Varet; 
Brenda R. Potter; the Maurice Marciano Family Foundation; Ron and Sindi Schwartz; Maja Kristin; 
Larry Mathews and Brian Saliman; Linda Janger; Phil Lord; Anonymous Donors; Claire and Eric 
Block, and the Offield Family Foundation. 

LA><ART  
7000 Santa Monica Blvd.  
Los Angeles, CA 90038 
T.: 323.871.4140  
F: 323.871.4226  
www.laxart.org 
LA><ART is open Tuesday through Saturday 11am – 6pm
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